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finance   is   not   within   the   range   of   practical
politics.
Having before us the examples of failure in the
attempts made in the past history of India, both by
Hindu and Mohamedan kingdoms,   towards   over-
centralization, great caution is needed at the present
time, and unless and until the Indian States' problem
is further investigated and the Princes and their States
constitutionally represented in a Royal Commission
for the presentation of their case in regard to this
vital question, it is far better to leave them and their
States alone and to take up the question of Consti-
tutional Reform in British India separately as was
done on the previous occasion a decade ago.   The
Princes would be ill advised to throw  themselves
into the vortex of political controversy at the Round
Table Conference next autumn.